
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Affiliated   with   American   Orchid   Society   &   Flamingo   Gardens   Botanical   Gardens   &   Wildlife   Sanctuary  

June   2020  

Happy   and   Healthy   Orchids   is   our   goal!  
Join   us   virtually   as   we   share   information   about   how   to   have   the  
blooming   beauties   we   all   want.    We   are   going   to   talk   about   anything  
orchid   related   that   you   might   be   interested   in.   

 
What   kind   of   fertilizer   should   I   be   using   in   these   hot   months?  

It   is   raining   almost   daily   and   what   do   I   do   now?   
What   is   this   black   stuff   on   the   leaves?   

Chemicals   –   systemic   or   topical?   
To   Pot   or   not   to   Pot?   

  What   resource   Orchid   Books   should   I   have?  
How   do   I   protect   my   orchids   if   a   hurricane   comes   our   way?  

Or   anything   you   ask!!  
 
Be   sure   to   read   the   article   by   Sue   Bottoms,   Hot   Humid   Summers   and  
the   Tropical   Storm   Season,   that   is   in   this   newsletter.  
 
Do   you   have   questions?   Send   them   to   Sandi   or   Jan   before   the   meeting.   

Sandi’s   email   is    SBlockFl@bellsouth.net  
Jan’s   email   is    jbamador@bellsouth.net  

 
Have   an   Orchid   you   would   like   to   share   with   us?   Have   it   ready   to   be  
shown!  
 
Looking   forward   to   seeing   you   all!   The   Zoom   invite   will   be   sent   a   few  
days   before   the   meeting.  
 
 

Jan  

________________________________________________________________________________________  

mailto:SBlockFl@bellsouth.net
mailto:jbamador@bellsouth.net


Flamingo   Gardens   Orchid   Society   Newsletter        June   2020  
________________________________________________________________________________________  

Coping   with   Coronavirus   Isolation  
Extracted   from   American   Orchid   Society   Newsletter  

 
There   is   no   doubt   that   many   people   have   been   affected   by   the   social   isolation   of   the   coronavirus   quarantine.  
Orchid   shows   and   sales   have   been   cancelled   left   and   right.   American   Orchid   Society   official   monthly   judging  
has   been   cancelled.  
  
So   how   do   we   stay   connected   in   a   disconnected   world?   
Some   societies   have   abandoned   their   monthly   meetings   entirely   and   will   make   a   decision   to   meet   again   when  
stay-at-home   orders   are   lifted.   Others   have   gotten   creative   with   online  
meetings,   highlighting   and   discussing   their   monthly   bloom   table,   with   photo  
entries   submitted   by   membership,   using   different   platforms   like   Zoom,  
GoToMeeting   or   similar   programs.   
 
There   has   been   an   increase   in   contributions   to   society   newsletters,   and   more  
frequent   updates   on   Facebook   pages   and   club   websites.   Most   societies   agree  
that   it   is   critical   to   maintain   a   sense   of   belonging   at   this   time   of   social  
disconnect.   
 
The   American   Orchid   Society   is   doing   their   part   to   engage   members   and  
non-members   alike.     Until   we   meet   in   person   again   -   Orchid   lovers   everywhere  
will   find   ways   to   get   their   shot   of   orchid   adrenaline.  
What   else   can   we   do   while   we   wait   this   out?   Spend   intimate   time   with   our   orchid   collection.   Enjoy   the  
proliferation   of   blooms   this   time   of   year   brings.   Share   your   blooms   on   Instagram,   Facebook   and   your   society  
websites.  
 
Remember   to   check   in   with   us   on    Facebook    and    Instagram !   
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS/  
https://instagram.com/americanorchidsociety?igshid=16ixfciczky01  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/52597049839/  
 
What   else   can   we   do   while   we   wait   this   out?   Support   orchid   vendors   with   mail   order   purchases   and   gift   card  
purchases,   if   offered.   We   want   to   see   them   come   through   all   of   this   to   keep   us   happy   in   our   passion   for  
orchids.   The    Orchid   Source   Directory    is   a   good   place   to   start.   
 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/orchid-source-directory.aspx  
 
What   else   can   we   do   while   we   wait   this   out?   Increase   our   knowledge.   A   new   shipment   of    The   American   Orchid  
Society   Guide   to   Orchids   and   their   Culture    has   arrived   at   headquarters.   Though   access   to   our   offices   at  
Fairchild   Tropical   Botanic   Garden   is   limited   at   this   time,   and   shipping   is   delayed,   this   is   the   perfect   time   to  
order   a   copy   of   this   publication.   Bulk   discounts   apply.   
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https://secure.aos.org/Products/353-the-american-orchid-society-guide-to-orchids-and-their-culture.aspx  
 
What   else   can   we   do   while   we   wait   this   out?   Comb   through   the    AOS   website    .   Contained   therein   is   more  
information   that   anyone   can   digest   at   one   sitting.   Choose   from   a   multitude   of   drop   down   menus   for   early  

dining.   Have   questions?   Here   are   some   answers.  
 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/orchids-question-answer.aspx  
http://www.aos.org/orchids/orchids-a-to-z.aspx  

 
What   else   can   we   do   while   we   wait   this   out?   Read   orchid   tales.   There   are   a   few   good   orchid  
themed   books   to   distract   you.   I   suggest   The   Scent   of   Scandal:   Greed,   Betrayal   and   the  
World’s   Most   Beautiful   Orchid,   written   by   an   author   local   to   my   area,   Craig   Pittman.   It   is   a  
story   about   the   discovery   of   Phragmipedium   kovachii.   Another   engaging   read   might   be  
Deadly   Slipper:   A   Novel   of   Death   on   the   Dordogne   (one   in   a   series   of   four)   by   Michelle   Wan.  
There   is   always   The   Orchid   Thief:   A   True   Story   of   Beauty   and   Obsession   by   Susan   Orlean,  
and   Orchid   Fever:   A   Horticultural   Tale   of   Love,   Lust   and   Lunacy,   by   Eric   Hansen.   For   a   little  
orchid   history   and   the   obsessive   hold   orchids   have   over   us,   you   might   consider   Orchid:   A  
Cultural   History   by   Jim   Endersby.   
Most   of   these   publications   can   be   found   on    amazon.com    either   in   print,   Kindle   or   audiobook.  
Don’t   forget   to   choose   Amazon   Smile.   You   can   help   the   American   Orchid   Society   simply   by  
shopping   at   Amazon   through   their   Amazon   Smile   program.   Just   go   to  
http://smile.amazon.com    every   time   you   shop   at   Amazon.   When   you   checkout   for   the   first  

time,   you   will   be   asked   to   designate   your   charity.   Type   American   Orchid   Society   in   the   search   bar   -   We   appear  
as   "American   Orchid   Society   Inc."   
 
 

 
 

 

Join   the   American   Orchid   Society!  
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Happy     Birthday  
to   our   

May    Members  
Yeni   Logan   --   June   1  

Jose   Gancedo   --   June   6  

Debbie   Malloy   --   June   6  

Jan   Amador   --   June   11  

Cecilia   Ferrer   --   June   12  

Sandra   Gochenouer   --   June   12  

Sheila   Santage   --   June   13  

Bill   Schmidt   --   June   19  

Christine   Viscovich   --   June   20  

Gus   Diamond   --   June   26  

Patricia   Corvino   --   June   28  

Paula   Johnson   --   June   28  

Stephanie   DiBella   --   June   29  

Diana   Hawes   --   June   30   
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Growing   Latouriate   Dendrobiums  
Extracted   from   Better-Gro   email   newsletter  

 
 
Latouriate   Dendrobiums   are   a   small   group   of   50   orchid   species   native   to   Southeast   Asia   and   the   Western  
Pacific   Islands.   Because   they   grow   in   extremely   remote   areas,   these   orchids   were   not    commercially   grown   or  
widely   collected   up   until   recently.   They   have   quickly   gained   in   popularity   because   they’re   so   easy   to   grow   for  
the   home   gardener,   and   these   orchids   flower   frequently.  

Most   Latouriate   Dendrobiums   Grow   in   Papua   New   Guinea.   
Latouriate   Dendrobiums   can   be   found   from   the   Philippines   to   Samoa,   but   they  
mainly   grow   in   Papua   New   Guinea.   The   island   is   home   to   45   different   latouriate  
Den   species,   accounting   for   90%   of   the   group’s   varieties.   The   plants   can   be  
found   on   trees,   and   sometimes   on   the   ground   or   rocks,   throughout   Papua   New  
Guinea.  

Latouriate   Dendrobiums   Are   Easy   to   Grow   
As   with   all   orchids,   latouriate   Dendrobiums   require   specific   growing   conditions,  
however,   they   are   one   of   the   easiest   orchid   varieties   to   grow.   Their   needs  
include:Temperature:   Prefers   warm   conditions,   but   can   tolerate   cooler  
temperatures   as   low   as   the   50s   F  
Light:   Generally   bright,   filtered   lightWater:   Year-round   watering   with   slightly   less  

in   the   fall.   Do   not   allow   this   plant   to   dry   out   for   extended   periods   of   time.Humidity:   Prefers   high  
humidityFeeding:   Feed   this   plant   regularly   with   a   general   orchid   food   and   bloom   booster   every   fourth   watering  

Latouriate   Dendrobiums   Flower   Frequently  
Most   of   the   latouriate   Dendrobiums   grown   commercially   are   relatively   small,  
but   how   frequently   they   flower   makes   them   stand   out   from   other   orchid  
species.   They   never   rest,   because   they’re   from   areas   that   see   year-round  
rainfall.   Therefore,   it’s   possible   to   see   multiple   flowerings   per   year.   Blooms   may  
last   for   as   long   as   7   to   8   weeks,   or,   in   some   cases,   even   3   months.   Most  
commonly   available   latouriate   Dens   feature   relatively   small   flowers   (1-3")   in  
either   white,   purple   or   pale   green.  
 
These   flowers,   which   have   three-lobed   lips   and   a   prominently   raised   callus,   grow   on   top   of   spikes   that   emerge  
from   the   apex   of   club-shaped   pseudobulbs.   Each   pseudobulb   may   produce   one   or   two   spikes   among   the  
leaves   that   grow   at   the   top   of   the   pseudobulb,   and   each   spike   will   produce   a   few   full   flowers.  
 
Better-Gro   grows   and   sells   the   latouriate   Dendrobiums   as   full-sized   plants   as   well   as   Baggy   Babies.   So   the  
next   time   you're   shopping,   pick   one   up   to   add   to   your   collection.  

________________________________________________________________________________________  
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WHAT   ARE   WEBINARS?    An   Affiliated   Society   may   use   recorded   webinars   for   presenta�ons   at   their   monthly   mee�ngs.  
With   Wi-Fi   access,   it’s   easy!   Webinars   are   an   internet-connected   audiovisual   presenta�on.   You   can   view   from   anywhere  
that   you   have   an   internet   connec�on   via   Mac,   PC   or   even   your   mobile   device.   It’s   easy   to   find   the   scheduled   webinars  

and   to   register   on   the   AOS   website.   You   will   find   the   link   here:    h�p://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx  

To   view    REGISTRATION   is   REQUIRED :    h�p://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx  

Cannot   make   it   on   the   scheduled   date   or   �me?   No   need   to   worry.   Register   anyhow!  

ALL   webinars   are   recorded   and   available   to   view   at   your   leisure.  

GREENHOUSE   CHAT   Webinars   are   indexed   by   topic   for   future   viewing.  

Send   your   Greenhouse   Chat   ques�ons   and   photos   to:   greenhousechat@aos.org  

Webinar   announcements   are   posted   to   Facebook,   Instagram  

and   in   the   AOS   Corner   of   your   Affiliated   Society’s   newsle�er.  

________________________________________________________________________________________  
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June:   The   Aromatic   Month  

Letting   the   Nose   Do   the   Shopping   When   Searching   for   New   Orchids  
By   Thomas   Mirenda  

Extracted   from   American   Orchid   Society   Newsletter  

A   VERITABLE   FEAST   FOR   THE   SENSES,   June   —   of   “busting   out   all   over"   fame   —   is   a   great   time   for   your  
orchid   collection.   Although   there   may   not   be   scads   of   plants   in   bloom,   there   is   tremendous   activity.   Personally,  
I   find   the   new   growths   of   orchids   almost   as   exciting   as   the   flowers.   Many   of   the   orchids   that   bloom   in   the  
upcoming   summer   heat   are   also   among   the   most   fragrant.   Some,   such   as   brassias,    brassavolas    and  
stanhopeas,   smell   delicious.   Others,   such   as   average   bulbophyllums,   could   drive   you   out   of   the   greenhouse   on  
a   hot   summer   day.   My    Bulhophyllum   echinolabium    attracts   myriad   flies   with   its   fetid   aroma.   I   tend   to   leave   it  
outside   where   I   can   get   away   from   the   odor   if   it   gets   too   strong.   When   I   do,   it   usually   comes   back   inside   in   the  
autumn   with   a   capsule   or   two.   With   its   1-   foot-   (30-cm-)   long   flower,   it’s   far   too   cool   an   orchid   to   reject   for   a  
minor   flaw   such   as   foul   fragrance.   Besides,   it’s   great   fun   to   let   unsuspecting   friends   take   a   whiff.  

LET   ME   OUT   June   is   when   you   can   safely   put   most   of   your   orchids   outside   for   the   summer.   The   fresh,  
naturally   moving   air,   rainwater   and   excellent   dappled   light   under   backyard   trees   make   for   superb   growing  
conditions.   Cooped   up   all   winter,   many   orchids   grow   by   leaps   and   bounds   when   moved   outside.   For   best  
results,   look   for   a   spot   where   there   is   air   movement,   bright   but   semishaded   conditions,   or   a   spot   with   early  
morning   sun   and   shade   in   the   afternoon.   Some   types,   such   as   cattleyas,   vandas   and   cymbidiums,   need   more  
light   than   others,   such   as   miltonias,   psychopsis   and   most   maxillarias,   so   multiple   sites   may   be   necessary   to  
meet   the   requirements   of   orchids   in   a   mixed   collection.   By   observing   your   plants   you   can   make   informed  
decisions   on   where   they   should   go   for   the   summer.  

ROYALTY   BEWARE   Water   and   debris   falling   into   the   crowns   of   phalaenopsis   outdoors   can   cause   various  
types   of   fungal   and   bacterial   rot,   so   many   growers   choose   to   leave   these   plants   inside.   But   as   long   as   the  
plants   are   covered   to   protect   them   from   excessive   rain   and   falling   leaves,   they   usually   do   well   with   the   natural  
day   and   night   temperatures   offered   by   the   backyard   habitat.   Mounted   plants   often   increase   exponentially   when  
offered   rainwater   and   fresh   air.   When   mounting   phalaenopsis,   position   the   plants   so   the   crown   and   leaves  
point   down   to   prevent   water   and   leaves   from   gathering.  

LIQUIDITY   Aside   from   keeping   money   in   your   portfolio,   this   month   it’s   important   to   keep   up   with   watering.   Not  
only   are   plants   growing   quickly   and   needing   copious   moisture   and   fertilizer,   but   with   newly   repotted   plants,  
________________________________________________________________________________________  
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fresh   mix   may   take   some   time   to   be   infused   with   moisture.   Although   most   people   soak   their   mix   overnight  
before   repotting   to   avoid   potting   desiccation   stresses,   the   mix   is   still   easily   dried   out.   One   must   be   aware   that  
these   newly   repotted   plants   should   receive   extra   attention   in   the   form   of   careful   observation,   watering,   and   high  
humidity   until   they’re   fully   established   later   in   the   summer.  

GOT   POTS?   The   longer   days   and   warmer   temperatures,   especially   those   experienced   by   plants   set   outside,  
have   shifted   orchid   metabolisms   into   overdrive.   Take   advantage   of   this   surge   of   growth   and   establish   plants  
into   fresh   mixes.   It   is   a   great   time   to   take   divisions.   Your   orchids   will   likely   put   out   another   growth   to   replace  
anything   you   remove.   Removing   old,   gnarly   backbulbs   is   advisable.   These   needn’t   go   in   the   trash.   Often   your  
local   orchid   society   has   someone   who’ll   nurse   these   backbulbs   and   divisions   into   saleable   plants   that   might  
turn   up   at   a   future   charity   auction   or   plant   sale.   It’s   okay   to   share   the   wealth   with   new   orchid   growers.   At   times  
such   as   these,   we   want   to   encourage   more   people   to   get   into   the   hobby.   I   know   when   I   started,   the   gift   of   a  
division   from   an   experienced   grower   was   treasured   and   kept   me   engaged   and   involved   (and   indebted)   to  
mentors   in   my   society.  

INTO   THE   FIELD   Now   is   the   prime   time   to   see   many   wild   orchids   that   may   be   growing   near   you.   Get   a   field  
guide,   grab   the   kids   or   your   dog,   or   hook   up   with   friends   and   step   outside.   There   are   marvels   nearby   waiting   to  
be   discovered   in   their   native   habitats.   Nothing   could   be   better   for   your   psyche   and   soul   than   to   hike   in   a   natural  
area   and   find   wild   hidden   orchid   treasures.   Now’s   the   time   to   explore   for   native   orchids.   I   encourage   you   to   get  
out   there.    (As   pertinent   now,   as   it   was   then   -   Reprinted   with   permission   ORCHIDS   VOL.   79,   NO.6,   June   2010)  

 

 

 

 
 

Contact   Us  
E-mail   Us   @    flamingogardensorchidsociety@gmail.com  

Visit   Our   Website   @    FlamingoGardensOrchidSociety.com  
Join   Our   Facebook   (FB)   Group   @    https://www.facebook.com/groups/flamingogardensorchidsociety/  
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Auction   Sponsors  
 
Support   our   Orchid   Vendor   Friends   that   provided   discounted   plants   for   our   2020   Auction.    The   links   are  
provided.  

 
 

AM   Orchids  

AWZ   Orchids  

Bamboo   and  
Orchids   Gardens  

Bredren   Orchids  

H&R   Orchids  

Krull   Smith  

Mac’s   Orchids  

Nature’s   Relics  

Odom’s   Orchids  

Palmer   Orchids   

Quest   Orchids  

r.f.   Orchids,   Inc .  

Soroa   Orchids  

StelMar   Gardens,  
Inc.  
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Hot   Humid   Summers   and   the   Tropical   Storm   Season  
by   Sue   Bottom,   sbottom15@gmail.com   

 
It   is   summertime   and   the   growing   is   easy.   As   the   spring   days   lengthened   and   warmed,   you   ramped   up   your  
watering   and   fertilizing   schedule   to   match   the   growth   rates   of   your   orchids.   As   new   roots   appeared,   you   were  
busy   repotting   orchids   in   need   of   a   new   home.   Now   your   orchids   are   summering   outdoors,   loving   the   buoyant  
air   movement   and   bright   shade.   There   are   some   things   to   watch   out   for   during   the   carefree   days   of   summer.   
Light.   Summer   days   are   long   and   the   light   intense.   As   long   as   the   leaves   do   not   get   too   hot,   this   light   is   great  
because   the   high   photosynthetic   rate   allows   the   plant   to   store   excess   reserves   for   flowering.   Feel   the   leaves  
during   the   hottest   part   of   the   day.   If   they   feel   hot   to   you,   consider   what   options   you   have   to   cool   the   leaves   to  
prevent   heat   stress.   Shading   and   improved   air   movement   will   help   cool   the   leaves,   as   will   wetting   under  
benches   and   outside   the   pots.   
 
Watering  
If   you   are   growing   under   cover,   you   determine   the   watering   schedule;   otherwise,   Mother   Nature   is   in   charge.  
Rainwater   does   wonderful   things   for   orchids,   gentle   rains   allow   your   plants   to   take   up   water   over   an   extended  
period   and   help   flush   salts   from   the   pot.   If   it   rains   often   or   you   are   subject   to   extended   rainy   periods   with   lots   of  
gray   days,   your   plants   may   get   too   much   of   a   good   thing.   A   sphagnum   or   pure   bark   based   mix   may   be   too  
water   retentive   to   grow   successfully   outdoors   when   you   cannot   control   when   and   how   much   rain   the   plant   will  
receive.   Roots   can   become   waterlogged   in   a   soggy   mix,   so   you   might   elect   to   grow   on   mounts   or   in   open  
baskets   with   no   media.   Of   course,   winter   follows   summer   and   orchids   grown   without   potting   media   can   be   high  
maintenance   indoors   during   cold   weather.   A   coarse,   freely   draining   potting   mix   may   be   a   good   compromise.  
When   we   get   frequent   showers,   the   pot   will   drain   and   the   roots   will   have   the   air   they   love   so   much   around  
them.   
 
The   coarser   the   mix,   the   more   it   has   to   be   watered   so   if   it   does   not   rain,   you   will   have   to   water   every   third   or  
fourth   day   during   the   summer   and   perhaps   weekly   to   biweekly   in   winter.   
 
Fertilizing  
Your   fertilizer   addition   rate   should   match   your   plant’s   growth   rate.   In   most   areas,   the   summer   is   the   main  
growth   season   so   you   should   be   using   higher   fertilizer   rates   so   the   increased   light   levels   can   be   converted   into  
more   roots   and   leaves.   High   fertilizer   rates   will   tend   to   form   lush,   softer   growths   more   prone   to   disease   and  
pests,   particularly   with   high   ammonia   nitrogen   forms.   Lower   fertilizer   rates   will   result   in   slower   growth,   but   this  
growth   is   stronger   and   less   prone   to   damage   from   pests   and   diseases,   particularly   if   sufficient   calcium   and  
magnesium   are   supplied.   You   will   see   recommendations   ranging   from   using   one-eighth   strength   with   each  
watering   to   using   full   strength   once   a   month.   The   fact   is   that   fertilizer   is   much   less   important   to   your   orchids  
than   is   the   proper   light,   humidity,   watering,   air   movement   and   temperature.   Experienced   growers   with   your  
local   Orchid   Society   can   guide   you   as   to   which   fertilizer   works   well   with   your   local   water   quality   and   growing  
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conditions   and   whether   calcium   or   magnesium   supplements   are   required.   If   you   are   not   sure   how   much  
water-soluble   fertilizer   to   add,   be   cautious   and   start   with   a   quarter-strength   application.   For   those   without   a  
system   to   apply   water-soluble   fertilizers,   top   dressing   with   time-release   fertilizer   is   an   option.   
 
Repotting  
Hopefully,   the   bulk   of   your   repotting   is   complete.   Even   if   you   have   a   few   flowers   left   on   your   spring   blooming  
phal,   you   should   consider   removing   the   spike   and   repotting   so   it   can   gather   its   strength   for   next   year’s   bloom  
cycle.   You   may   find   an   orchid   requiring   emergency   repotting   or   a   bifoliate   cattleya   throwing   off   new   roots;  
otherwise   avoid   repotting   during   the   heat   and   humidity   of   summer.   The   open   wounds   created   during   the  
repotting   process   together   with   disease   pressure   inherent   to   the   season   can   combine   with   disastrous   results  
for   your   plant.   If   you   do   repot   in   summer,   consider   using   a   protective   fungicidal   drench   and   keeping   the   plant  
dry   for   a   week   or   two   after   repotting   to   help   prevent   disease.   
 
Water   Pocketing  
Do   not   allow   water   to   accumulate   in   or   around   the   aerial   parts   of   your   plants.   The   bacteria   ubiquitous   in   our  
environment   will   thrive   in   this   environment   and   cause   plant   tissue   to   rot.   On   sympodial   orchids   with  
pseudobulbs,   a   papery   sheath   known   as   a   cataphyll   protects   the   new   growth   from   the   sun   and   chewing  
insects.   As   the   pseudobulb   matures,   sometimes   a   space   develops   between   the   pseudobulb   and   the   sheath  
where   water   can   pocket.   Gently   peel   the   sheath   down   so   water   can   drain   freely.   On   monopodial   orchids,   water  
can   accumulate   in   the   crown   of   the   plant   and   rot   the   growing   crown.   If   Phalaenopsis   are   not   grown   in   an   area  
protected   from   rainfall,   consider   angling   the   pots   so   water   can   freely   drain   from   the   crown.   
 
Sprays  
With   the   increased   temperature   comes   an   increase   in   pest   populations.   Scale   seems   to   love   cattleyas;  
mealybugs   often   appear   on   tender   new   plant   tissue,   mites   on   thin   leaved   orchids   and   thrips   on   buds   and  
flowers.   Keep   a   spray   bottle   handy,   filled   with   isopropyl   alcohol   or   one   of   the   other   home   remedies   used   to   kill  
on   contact.   You   can   follow   up   with   a   systemic   product   that   is   absorbed   into   the   plant   so   it   can   provide   more  
long   lasting   control.   There   are   also   insect   growth   regulators   that   can   prevent   the   pest   from   completing   its   life  
cycle.   Except   for   spraying   the   insect   growth   regulator   Distance   twice   a   year,   I   usually   spray   or   drench   only   in  
response   to   a   pest   that   has   appeared   in   the   growing   area.   Thrips   are   my   nemesis,   but   a   drench   with   Orthene  
at   the   first   sign   of   damage   seems   to   last   for   6   to   8   weeks.   Spider   mites   attack   some   of   the   catasetums   each  
year   as   well   as   some   of   the   thin   leaved   epidendrums   and   dendrobiums   growing   in   the   upper   and   drier   section  
of   the   greenhouse.   Avid   controls   them,   but   usually   there   is   substantial   leaf   damage   by   the   time   their   presence  
is   known.   
 
The   increased   humidity   of   summer   encourages   the   growth   of   fungal   and   bacterial   pathogens.   Your   best   natural  
defense   is   buoyant   air   movement   that   helps   keep   leaf   surfaces   dry   and   prevent   fungal   spores   from   settling   on  
leaves.   Airflow   can   also   be   enhanced   by   choosing   a   location   where   the   breezes   are   unobstructed   and  
maintaining   ample   spacing   between   plants.   If   you   find   you   continue   to   get   disease   outbreaks   despite   your   best  
efforts,   you   can   consider   some   precautionary   sprays.   Before   you   invest   in   one   of   these   products,   be   sure   you  
understand   the   disease   causing   the   problem,   whether   cultural   controls   might   prevent   its   occurrence,   and   how  
effective   a   given   product   is   for   that   disease.  
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Some   broad-spectrum   fungicides   are   effective   on   a   wide   variety   of   pathogens,   including   Banrot,   Pageant.  
Heritage   and   Medallion.   
 
Tropical   Storms  
Tropical   storms   often   result   in   gray   rainy   weather   for   a   week,   and   that   extended   period   of   leaf   wetness   without  
sunlight   can   result   in   bacterial   and   fungal   infections.   You   might   consider   engineering   a   removable   cover   that  
could   be   installed   over   your   orchids,   using   rolled   plastic   file   or   polycarbonate   sheets.   If   you   cannot   protect   your  
plants   from   the   rain,   before   and   after   precautionary   sprays   and/or   drenches   should   be   considered.   I   spray  
hydrogen   peroxide   or   Zerotol   on   leaves   during   breaks   in   a   storm   as   a   precaution.   
Hurricanes.   Orchid   growers   along   the   Gulf   and   East   coasts   are   no   strangers   to   the   winds,   rain   and   damage  
caused   by   hurricanes.   You   should   be   prepared   for   the   associated   power   outages,   heavy   rains   and   secondary  
damage   that   can   show   up   days   to   weeks   after   the   hurricane   passes.   
 
If   you   can,   bring   your   orchids   into   the   garage   or   another   safe   haven.   If   this   is   not   possible,   place   the   plants   low  
in   an   area   not   prone   to   flooding   after   heavy   rains.   Prevent   contact   with   the   pathogens   in   the   soil.   Push   all   the  
plant   tags   deep   into   the   pots   so   they   will   not   be   lost   if   plants   are   jostled   around.   

● For   the   leaf   spotting   fungi,   you   can   use   products   with   the   active   ingredients   chlorothalonil   (Daconil)   or  
thiophanate   methyl   (Cleary’s   3336,   Banrot,   Thiomyl).   

● For   bacterial   diseases,   household   hydrogen   peroxide   is   very   effective,   as   are   copper   products   but  
dendrobiums   and   some   thin   leafed   orchids   are   sensitive   to   copper.   Fungicides   generally   are   not  
effective   on   bacteria.   

● For   black   rot   caused   by   the   water   molds,   the   pricey   fungicides   containing   fosetyl   aluminum   (Aliette)   and  
the   more   expensive   metalaxyl   (Subdue)   are   considered   the   most   effective.   

 
After   the   storm,   you   will   undoubtedly   find   lots   of   tree   and   landscape   plant   damage.   Be   cognizant   of   the   change  
in   light   levels   this   causes   so   you   can   make   the   necessary   adjustments   to   prevent   your   plants   from   sunburn.  
Keep   your   old   shade   cloth   tucked   away   somewhere   in   case   you   have   to   use   it   to   protect   plants   or   use   it   as   a  
temporary   replacement   for   shade   cloth   shredded   in   the   storm.  
 
Inspect   all   your   plants   carefully   for   any   signs   of   mechanical   damage   or   orchid   diseases   and   treat   any   problems  
you   find   quickly.   Your   plants   have   been   exposed   to   conditions   very   conducive   to   disease,   extended   periods   of  
darkness   and   leaf   wetness.   Keep   plants   on   the   dry   side   to   help   prevent   spreading   pathogens.   If   a   plant   is  
diseased,   isolate   it   from   your   other   plants   until   it   is   healthy   again.   

● The   insidious   black   rot   caused   by   fast   growing   orchid   killers   Pythium   and   Phytophthora   must   be   treated  
immediately.   You   must   quickly   cut   away   the   soft,   black,   rotting   tissue   until   you   find   healthy   growth   and  
apply   one   of   the   specialty   fungicides   like   Aliette   or   Subdue   to   the   remaining   orchid.   

● If   you   see   quickly   forming   sunken   spots   or   rot   on   the   orchid,   you   may   have   a   bacterial   infection.   Get  
some   fresh   hydrogen   peroxide   out   of   the   medicine   cabinet   and   apply   it   to   the   damaged   area.   You   can  
spray   or   pour   it   on   full   strength.   Zerotol   is   a   concentrated   formulation   of   activated   hydrogen   peroxide,  
available   as   Biosafe   Disease   Control   in   smaller   quantities   and   lower   concentrations.   Copper  
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compounds   like   Kocide   can   be   used   on   orchids   not   sensitive   to   copper;   make   sure   it   is   mixed   with  
alkaline   water   without   any   fertilizer   so   the   solution   does   not   become   acidic.   

● You   might   consider   applying   a   protective   fungicide.   Hurricanes   carry   dust   and   spores   and   from   the  
Sahara   desert,   so   your   plants   have   likely   been   exposed   to   new   and   exotic   pathogens.   You   can   use   one  
of   the   quaternary   ammonium   compounds   like   Consan   or   Physan.   You   might   also   apply   one   of   the  
newer   fungicidal   formulations   that   are   effective   against   a   broad-spectrum   of   fungal   pathogens,   like  
Heritage,   Medallion   or   Pageant.   

 
Summer   orchid   care   recommendations   can   be   very   different   depending   on   your   geographical   area,   so   take  
advantage   of   some   archived   articles   in   past   issues   of   the   magazine.   The   June   1993   American   Orchid   Society  
Bulletin   contains   a   great   series   of   articles   for   summer   orchid   care   in   the   Hawaiian   Islands,   Pacific   Northwest  
and   Alaska,   Rocky   Mountains,   Southwest,   Midwest,   Northeast,   Southeast   and   Central   and   South   Florida.   The  
eight   authors   have   some   great   suggestions   to   share   for   their   regions.   You   can   learn   something   from   each   of  
them.   
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